Chronology of Paul's Life
Parts of this chronology are approximate, such as the date of his birth and the date of his second Roman imprisonment and death. Other parts are set more closely by a few links to secular history:
1. Born in Tarsus of Cilicia (Acts 21:39)-this gave Paul a cosmopolitan outlook, with knowledge of many different cultures and a sympathy for people of various nationalities. Since Tarsus was an important trading city, he learned of many places in the Roman Empire.
2. Born in a pious Jewish family (Phil 3:5)-this gave Paul a love and appreciation for the OT and the Jewish people. He became thoroughly trained in the Jewish Scriptures and traditions.
3. Born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:28)-this gave Paul an appreciation for the unity of the Empire and the importance of reaching its major cities and centers of influence, leading to Rome itself. As a citizen he was afforded state protection in his travels and when he was accused and attacked by his fellow Jews.
Thus Paul could be called "a cosmopolitan Roman Jew."
As a devout and talented Jew, Paul as a young man went to Jerusalem to be trained by the famous Rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). Under his influence Paul developed great zeal, calling himself "a Pharisee of the Pharisees" (Acts 23:6; 26:4; Phil 3:5). As such he persecuted the early Christian church (Acts 26:10; Gal 1:13-14). He particularly is remembered for approving the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:57; 22:20) . He was sincere but ignorant at the time (1 Tim 1:13).
Paul's conversion and early Christian experience

Conversion
Paul was converted by a vision of Christ while Paul was on his way to Damascus to persecute Jewish Christians there. Paul's conversion is related three times in Acts, showing its importance:
• Acts 9 -actual conversion • Acts 22 -speech to Jews in temple • Acts 26 -speech to King Herod Agrippa II Each account provides different details, appropriate to the context in Acts. Paul's conversion is one of the most significant events of human history.
Three years in Damascus and Arabia
Paul, temporarily blinded by the vision of Christ, was taken on to Damascus. There, in response to an earlier vision from God, Ananias, a pious Jewish Christian, baptized him. Paul remained there in Damascus and in the desert of Arabia for three years (Gal 1:17). During this time Paul studied, prayed, and reoriented his thinking to see that Jesus was indeed the Messiah predicted in the OT.
Near the end of that time his preaching in Damascus caused the Jewish leaders there to seek to kill him. Paul escaped Damascus by being let over the wall in a basket (Acts 9:25; 2 Cor 11:32-33).
First Jerusalem visit
Paul fled from Damascus and came back to Jerusalem, now trying to associate with the believers. Barnabas led the way in the Christians' accepting him. At this time most of the apostles were scattered from Jerusalem; so Paul met only Peter, along with James the brother of Jesus. Paul stayed there only 15 days (Gal 1:18).
As Paul publicly preached Jesus, Greek-speaking Jewish leaders sought to kill him. Paul received a vision from God instructing him to leave Jerusalem quickly; the disciples, also concerned for his safety, agreed with this plan and sent him off to his home in Tarsus (Acts 9:30; 22:17) .
Seven years at home in Tarsus
7.4
These years are mainly silent in Acts. We know he preached Christ in that region (Gal 1:23) . During that time he also suffered many persecutions, mainly from his fellow Jews (2 Cor 11:24-26; many of the persecutions listed must have been during this interval). It was perhaps during this time that God gave him great visions (2 Cor 12:2-8; "fourteen years ago" from A.D. 54 would be ca. A.D. 40).
A new ministry in Antioch
Antioch of Syria was one of the great cities of the Roman Empire. Early Greek-speaking Jewish Christians had traveled there as a result of persecutions in Jerusalem, and had preached, not only to other Jews in Antioch, but to Gentile pagans as well. Many Gentiles became believers. The Jewish Christians in Jerusalem were interested in this development and sent Barnabas to investigate and to help the new church there.
In Antioch Barnabas realized that more help was needed; therefore, he traveled to Tarsus to fetch Paul and bring him to Antioch. Paul stayed in Antioch a year, assisting Barnabas and the other leaders in the church there. Paul was the junior teacher there (Acts 13:1). During this interval the believers in Antioch were called "Christians" by the pagans (Acts 12:26). This designation would not have used by Jews, who had no desire to associate this movement with the Jewish Messiah. However, the pagans of Antioch had no such association with the term; they used it merely because these believers followed someone they called "Christ" (the Greek word for "Messiah"). 44, two years before the famine visit. Luke also tells of the martyrdom of James brother of John and the imprisonment and miraculous escape of Peter. It seems that Luke has inserted these accounts here in order to bring the readers up to date regarding events in Jerusalem, since that 7.5 city has now been brought back to the readers' attention, and to introduce the readers to John Mark. By the time Barnabas and Paul reached Jerusalem Peter and most of the other apostles had left the city (Acts 12:17). Returning to Antioch, Barnabas and Paul took with them young John Mark, a relative of Barnabas.
Paul's life plan and missionary strategy
According to Rom 15 Paul had a strategic purpose in his missionary travels-to start and develop a strong Gentile church throughout the Roman world, centered around the Mediterranean Sea. This Gentile church was to be grafted into the continuing Jewish church as one church. Paul's grand strategy seems to have evolved during these journeys. He speaks of evangelizing the Roman world in a "circle" (Greek kuklo in Rom 15:19), so that the gospel would progress from Jerusalem and Samaria to Antioch in the north, to Cilicia, Galatia, Asia, Macedonia and Achaia, and on to Rome, Spain, and back east along the northern coast of Africa. His strategy was to evangelize the major cities and population centers, from which point the gospel would spread into the surrounding cities and countryside (as evidenced in his ministry in Ephesus).
Paul's First Missionary Journey
• Recorded in Acts 13-14 • Return from Perga directly to Antioch
The Jerusalem Council
• Recorded in Acts 15
• If Galatians dated as traditionally, also recorded in Gal 2:1-10
• Occurred in A.D. 49
• Provides a pattern for church government-higher courts of the church • A major purpose of the trip: gather collection from the Gentile churches for saints in Jerusalem, thus tying the Gentiles to the Jewish church o Arrives in Jerusalem with offering (end of 3 missionary journeys)
Arrest and imprisonment
God had predicted that Paul would "carry the Lord's name before the Gentiles and their kings" (Acts 9:15). Paul's arrest in Jerusalem would begin a whole new phase in his career-he now would indeed testify before kings, but as an accused criminal and a prisoner. God has his own ways of fulfilling his plan! These events are related in Acts 21-28 and provide the background for Paul's Prison Epistles. 
Events in Jerusalem
Events during journey to Rome
• Guarded by Julius, centurion of the "Imperial Regiment"
• Voyage to Rome (Acts 27) shows eyewitness account, agrees with sailing information (Capt. James Smith, The Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul)
• Sail to Myra (on southern coast of modern Turkey); change ships
• Sail south of Crete, caught by "Northeaster" gale 7.13
• Driven southwest, give up for lost
• God's vision to Paul: all to be rescued, ship to be lost
• Shipwreck on Malta
• Spend winter on Malta
• New ship to Puteoli, Italy
• Accompanied by Roman Christians into Rome
Events in Rome
• First Roman imprisonment (A.D. 57-59): 2 years, in comfortable conditions in his own hired house; chained to a Roman soldier
• Extensive witnessing to Roman soldiers, reaching the palace itself
• Roman Christians somewhat divided over Paul's imprisonment
• Final witness to Jews at end of Acts (rejection, turns to Gentiles)
• Writes Prison Epistles: Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, Philippians
• Book of Acts ends at this point, no indication of result of Paul's trial (strong evidence for this as the date of Acts)
• Paul's trial before Nero (A.D. 59): not recorded, but we assume he was acquitted and released, since he apparently traveled extensively again before his second arrest and imprisonment in Rome
Final journeys
Although the book of Acts does not cover the latter part of Paul's life, information can be gathered from his Pastoral Epistles. In the Prison Epistles he had expressed the desire to visit Colossae in the province of Asia, Philippi in the province of Macedonia, and Spain in the West. In addition the Pastoral Epistles show that he did indeed travel widely, including times spent in Ephesus, Macedonia, Crete, Miletus, Troas, Corinth, and Nicopolis.
During these travels he left Timothy in charge of the large church in Ephesus. He also preached the gospel and started churches in the island province of Crete; he left Titus there to organize and establish those churches. He sent each man a letter of instructions: 1 Timothy and Titus.
